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with carved wooden frontages displaying very consi-
derable taste and skill Carved wood plays an Important
part in Nigpur architecture, and the Marhatta palaces

in the vicinity of the city are distinguished by their
high verandahs of black teak, often very elaborately
carved/' in many of the towns of Rajputana and
Central " India, wood-carving is largely patronised by

Jaina merchants for their temples. There exist a few
wood-carvers of considerable skill at Indor. Kashmir
Is also noted for Its architectural wood-carving.

In Nepal architectural wood-carving Is the mast
important of all decorative arts found in the country.
Pillars, doorways, arches, balconies, windows, and other
parts of a building are decorated with highly artistio
carvings. Figures of deities, demons, dragons, snakes,
and animals of all sorts, also wreaths of flowers and
Intricate patterns, are worked In elaborate details, the
proportions being always graceful and true. The
work inexpensive, and the Industry Is therefore last
decaying,

Upper India and Rajputana are the chief centres
Decorative stone of ^one-carving for architeaural pur-

:, applied to    poses, specially Raioutana. where tim-
, Architecture.          f       .    r                f              ,
oer   is   scarce    and   stone   abundant
The whole country is fall of magnificent buildings, both
ancient and modern, built and adorned with carved
stone of exquisite workmanship. The ruins at Chittor,
the temples at Ajmir and numerous other places In
various parts of India, and the celebrated Kutab Minar
of Delhi, all attest to the excellence of the Hindu